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HA MIL TON COUNTY WATER & WASTE WATER TREATMENT A UTHORITY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

MINUTES 

February 2 1,2007 

Pursuant to adequate public notice, the Board of Commissioners ("the Board") of the 
Hamilton County Water & Wastewater Treatment Authority ("WWTA") met in regular 
session on February 21, 2007, at 3:30 p.m., in the Development Resource Center (DRC), 
located at 1250 Market Street in Conference Room 2B, Chattanooga, TN. Board members 
present were Chair Henry Hoss, Vice-Chair Don Haynes, Diana Campbell, Tom Card, Billy 
Cooper, Wayne Hamill, John McPherson, Ansley Moses, and Bob Privett. Also attending the 
meeting were Chief Engineer Mike Howard, Wastewater Superintendent Cleveland Grimes, 
and WWTA Attorney John Anderson. SecretWTreasurer Chantelle Roberson, Phil Smartt, 
and Ed Watt were absent. 

Item 1. Call to Order & Roll Call 

Chair Henry Hoss called the meeting of February 21, 2007 to order. The roll was 
called and those present were as noted above. A quorum was announced and the meeting 
proceeded. 

Item 2. Agenda 

The Board reviewed the proposed Agenda, copies of which were distributed by Chief 
Engineer Mike Howard. Without objection, the Board accepted the Agenda. 

Mr. Hoss said he was happy to have Billy Cooper back with the WWTA. 

Item 3. Affiavit of Newspaper Public Notice 

The WWTA has received the CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS' affidavit of 
legal notice publication concerning the public notice of its meeting held on February 21,2007. 
The affidavit is attached and incorporated herein by reference as "Exhibit A." 

Item 4. Previous Minutes 
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The Board reviewed the draft Minutes of the January 17,2007 Board Meeting, copy of 
which was distributed to members. Don Haynes made a motion to approve the Minutes and 
John McPherson seconded the motion. The motion passed. A copy of the January 1 7,2007 
Minutes is attached and incorporated by reference as "Exhibits B." 

I Item 5. Visitors 

The Chair recognized Paul Cate, Consolidated Technologies Inc.; Damon Riggs, 
Arcadis; and Melvin Downs from Lamar Dunn & Assoc. Dr. Richard Urban, Lamar 
McDaniel, Terry Payne, Butch Sylar, Mike Price, and Erika Sahaj (Brow Estates) were also 
present. 

BROW ESTATES - Mr. Howard showed a presentation on the screen of the Brow Estates 
grinder system. He noted that the number of participation had dropped so that the original 
alignment could not be used. On the route that was taken, seven of the nine people that would 
be served had indicated that they would participate in the project. The low bidder was Larry 
Anderson, bidding as Don Grant, LLC, for $48,214, which did not include the installation of 
the grinder pumps. The individual homeowner's participation cost would be $3,812.67 plus 
the cost of the grinder pump. At the beginning of the project there is the option of rebuilding 
a section of privately owned sewer line that serves a commercial strip building. The existing 
line is not in very good shape and is not owned by the WWTA. The owner would like to 
rebuild the line and give it to the WWTA. Rebuilding of the line was bid as an alternate and 
the cost to the owner would be $34,295. There is an easement that is required from the owner 
of the commercial property next to the development where the existing sewer line is located. 
The owner had mentioned that he might want as much as $34,000 for the easement that should 
only be worth about $8,000. If the owner will not take less that the $34,000, the property 
owner's price could run up to $5,000 plus the grinder pump. Bob Privett said whatever it cost 
to secure an easement or rebuild the line will be divided among the homeowners. Mr. Hoss 
said the alternative was to use eminent domain. John Anderson said the Board is contributing 
funds to the project but it has a fine line to walk on when it should or should not use the 
power of eminent domain. When the Board has its funds involved, you are taking on a project 
where there are nine potential customers, you have a judiciary obligation to use the reasonable 
power you have as a Board to affect sewers at the minimum cost possible to be able to serve 
the public. Where you have a situation where someone is actually trying to hold you hostage 
to get the rest of their line repaired, you set a very dangerous precedent for future development 
to encourage that same activity. After much discussion, Mr. Hoss said he hoped the Board 
was not at a point of making a decision of eminent domain. Mr. Hoss would like to negotiate 
with the property owner and try to get something worked out. Mr. Howard said he would talk 
to the owner first about the easement cost and then meet with the homeowners concerning 
their costs. 














