
The Town Council of the Town of Signal Mountain held its regular monthly meeting on 
Monday, May 14,2007, at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall. Those present were: 

Mayor Paul Hendricks 
Vice-Mayor Hershel Dick 
Councilmember Annette Allen 
Councilmember Bill Lusk 
Councilmember Susan Robertson 

Also present were: Diana Campbell, Town Manager 
Phil Noblett, Town Attorney 
Sherry Morrison, Town Recorder - * 

The Mayor called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. The prayer 
was offered by Rev. David Harrison Strang, of St. Paul's AME Church of Chattanooga. 

Roll call found all Councilmembers present. 

The Mayor said the April 27 special called meeting talked about land use plan and he said he 
thought the information of history on subdivisions would be left in. Councilmember Robertson 
moved that the minutes of the April 9 regular meeting, the April 12 special called meeting and 
the April 27 special called meeting, as amended, be approved. The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Lusk and passed unanimously. 

Mayor Hendricks called on Dr. Richard Urban to talk about status of streams and sewage and 
septic situation. Dr. Urban explained he had gone before the WWTA Board and given them an 
opportunity to choose between whether or not they wished to be placed under a commissioner's 
order or to have their MPDS permit modified to have a compliance schedule that placed the 
Signal Mountain sewage treatment plant under a set of performance scheduled activities that 
were directed toward correcting the problems that existed with the collection system and the 
treatment plant. He said the other thing that was placed in the compliance schedule was a hook- 
up moratorium, with the exception of the high school/middle school because of public health and 
safety issues. He said he would arrange a meeting with WWTA to begin negotiations on the 
elements and the time schedule. He said he hoped to have a draft of a compliance schedule out 
for public review by the end of June or at least the middle of July. 



Page 2 - Minutes of the May 14,2007, Council Meeting 

Mr. Henry Hoss, WWTA , said they had been aware of the situation and knew they had a 5-year 
window to deal with the matter. He said they had serious plans and negotiations in progress and 
this could possibly be resolved in a year or so. 

Mayor Hendricks asked if there would be a public hearing. Dr. Urban said the Town could 
request a public hearing. 

Mr. Dun Monroe asked if Dr. Urban's organization was under the auspices of the Federal 
Government. Dr. Urban said the Federal Government, the Department of Environment and 
Conservation, Division of Water Pollution Control, and the Chattanooga Field Office. 

Mr. David Evans asked if there were other streams impacted and what were the plans to correct 
the problems. Mr. Hoss said Bee Creek and Short Creek, in addition to Shoal Creek. Mr. Hoss 
said the overall objective was to make Bee Creek, Short Creek, and Shoal Creek meet local, state 
and federal requirements. w 

Mr. Noah Long talked about a meeting in Savannah regarding sewer alternatives. 
if 
i 

Mr. Hoss said the WWTA are addressing overflow at the sewage plant and looking at alternative 
ways to handle this. He said they had no plans to build sewer lines in an existing subdivision. 
The towns and cities are &ed to initiate their own sampling programs which Signal Mountain is 
now doing. 

Mr. Hoss was asked if the Town could be fined for noncompliance. He said that was possible. 
He said the TDEC.fine was approximately $10,000 a day and EPA fine was approximately 
$32,000 per day. He noted if it was shown that the community was non-responsive to the data 
and information and were willingly and knowingly ignoring the problem they could be held 
responsible. 

Ms. Teresa Hon asked Dr. Urban to talk about smoke tests. He said that was a technique that 
was used to detect leaks in the system. He explained how the smoke tests were done and said the 
test determined who was responsible for repairing of the leak. 

Councilmember Lusk asked if Dr. Urban anticipated a moratorium being in effect in September 
or before and were sewer connections permitted. Dr. Urban said if there was a contractual 
agreement between builder, developer, homeowner and WWTA . Councilmember Lusk then 
asked how long it would take to do the necessary remediation on the sewer plant before the 
moratorium was lifted. Dr, Urban said it depended on what the alternative was. 






















