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CHAPTER 7 

STORMWATER RUNOFF REGULATION AND CONTROL 
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DIVISION 1. GENERAL PURPOSE AND GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. 

18-70 1. Pumose. The purpose of this chapter is to hminish threats to 
the public health and safety caused by the runoff of excess stormwater, to 
minimize movement of soils resulting from development, to reduce the 
possibilities of hydraulic overloading of the storm sewer system, to reduce 
economic losses to individuals and the community a t  large as a result of erosion 
and the runoff of excess stormwater, and to protect and conserve land and water 
resources, while a t  the same time ensuring orderly development. The provisions 
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of this chapter are specirfically intended to supplement existing ordinances 
regulating the following: 

(1) The subdivision, layout, and improvement of lands located within 
the Town of Signal Mountain. 

(2) The excavating, filling, and g r ahng  of lots and other parcels or 
areas. 

(3) The construction of buildings, including related parking and other 
paved areas, and the drainage of the sites on which structures and their related 
parking and other paved areas are located. 

(4) The design, construction, and maintenance of erosion control and 
stormwater drainage facilities and systems. (as added by Ord. #2001-6, Dec. 
200 1) 

18-702. Definitions. For the purpose of this chapter, the following 
definitions are adopted: 

(1) "Base flood elevation." The elevation delineating the flood level 
having as one-percent probability ofbeing equaled or  exceededin any given year 
(also known as the 100-year flood elevation), as determined from Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMS) or the best available information. 

(2) "Best management practices" or BMPs means schedules of 
activities, prohibitions of practices, maintenance procedures, and other 
management practices to prevent or reduce the pollution of stormwater runoff. 
BMPs also include treatment requirements, operatingprocedures, and practices 
t o  control site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or waste disposal, or drainage 
from raw material storage. This definition shall be referred to in this chapter 
by its abbreviation "BMP." 

(3) "Channel." Anatural or man-made open watercourse with definite 
bed and banks whch  periodically o r  continuously contains moving water, or 
which forms a connecting link between two bodies of water. 

(4) "Conduit." Any channel, pipe, sewer, or culvert used for the 
conveyance of movement of water, whether open or closed. 

(5) "Control elevation." Contour lines and points of predetermined 
elevation used to denote a detention storage area on a plat or site drawing. 

(6) "Design standards for public improvements." Standards on file in 
the town's offices to which all designs and the resulting public improvements, 
must conform. 

(7) "Detention facdity." A facility constructed or modd5ed to restrict 
the flow of stormwater to a prescribed maximum rate, and to concurrently 
detain the excess waters that accumulated behind the outlet. 

(8) "Detention storage." The temporary detaining or storage of 
stormwater in storage basins, on rooftops, in streets, parkinglots, school yards, 
parks, open space, or other areas under predetermined and controlled 
conhtions, with the rate of drainage therefrom regulated by appropriately 
installed devices. 






























